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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The aim of this study was to determine influence of pre- and post- Neoadjuvant-Chemotherapy
(NAC) over Tumor-Infiltrating-Lymphocytes (TIL) in Triple-Negative-Breast-Cancer. The author
found some interesting results, like significant associations of TIL with CR and outcomes only in
pre-NAC but not post-NAC; however, I have some concerns about this study. 1) The exact inclusion
criteria to the cohort, the source(s) of information needed to identify the cohort should be clearly
explained. Then explain how the chosen sample size was decided. 2) How the authors calculated the
power of this study? This study seems not to have enough power to detect significant associations
due to small sample size, so the significant results seen in the study may purely be due to chance. 3)
All the results were unadjusted for potential covariates, what are results with adjustment for
confounders, normally the covariates have to be adjusted for genetic studies, such as age, sex, other
parameters related to your outcomes. 4) The authors should apply a Bonferroni Correction for their
analyses. There are at least 4 comparisons for each group (Table 4 and 5). As you know, the more
comparisons one performers the more likely they will find differences due to chance.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors should clearly present and discuss those findings in their study, which are original and

novel to the field. In particular, the authors mention that Denkert et al. evaluated 1,000 breast cancer

samples, whereas in this paper they evaluated <100; hence, how original is this work and what new

evidence does this study bring to the field? The authors can find all other comments in the

manuscript file attached. In particular, the paper should be reviewed by an expert in English and the

title should be revised in order to convey the findings of the study.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting study and has a value of publication. Before that, the authors should respond to
the reviewer's question. Did the authors count absolute stained cells by CD3, CD4, CD8 and FOXP3

in tumor cells? If so, please clarify the description in the text.

study? The reason should be clarify in the text.

Why did the authors use FOXP3 in the
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