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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
In this study the authors investigated the safe of Tranexamic Acid (TXA) in the surgical 

management of isolated spine trauma over a six-month period across two major trauma 

centres in the UK. Some concerns are listed as below: The authors identified 67 patients: 

26 (39%) received TXA, and 41 (61%) did not. It is not clear for readers how many 

patients were excluded in this study. Potential selection bias should not be ignored. Why 

both groups could be matched in terms of age, gender, ASA grade, and mechanism of 

injury in this study? Detailed statistical results should be provided (rather than 74% vs. 

56%). Regarding the blood loss and the incidence of blood transfusion, the results may 

differ among surgeons. Dose-dependent effects of Tranexamic Acid (TXA) were lacking 

in this study. Apart from Tranexamic Acid (TXA), some may argue that other treatments 

(for example, aspirin) may also have potential effects on final results. Did you calculate 

the sample size? How about long-term safe effects?  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
I have studied carefully the manuscript entitled "Safety of Tranexamic Acid in Surgically 

Treated Isolated Spine Trauma". The manuscript refers to a six-month multicenter, 

prospective, observational study concerning isolated spine trauma necessitating surgical 

intervention. The study has some definite innate limitations, mainly focusing on the 

small sample size and the comparability between groups. However, as the topic is of 

interest for the specialized readership, and the nature of the study is prospectipe, the 

authors could possibly try ameliorating the manuscript through assessing the folloing 

issues: Major issues 1. The authors are kindly suggested to comment on the sample size 

by adding the pre-specified power of the study. 2. The authors are kindly suggested to 

explicitly report the extent of the missing values and clarify if they are MCAR, MAR, or 

MNAR in order to support their decision to simply exclude patients and not e.g. perform 

data imputation. 3. The authors are kindly proposed to handle intraoperative blood loss 

as a continuous variable and not as an ordinal one in an effort to achieve the best 

statistical power possible. 4. Did the authors notice any bias attributable to the patinets' 
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orogin? The authors are welcome to perform a comparison between the two centers 

implicated in the study. 5. The authors are kindly suggested to elaborate a Cox-

regression model evaluating hospitalization duration (admitance to discharge) using 

TXA and blood loss as independent variables. 6. All statistical tests used are parametric. 

The authors are kindly requested to justify their choice by adding information regarding 

at least normality and homogeneity of variance. Minor issues 1. The authors are kindly 

asked to report references in the proper format.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 
I have carefully studied the manuscript entitled "Safety of Tranexamic Acid in Surgically 

Treated Isolated Spine Trauma" by Zahra W. et al. The authors have successfully 

responded to every query raised during the review process. The quality of the 

manuscript has been ameliorated after the revision performed. I have no further 

comments/issues. 


