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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript entitled "Ten Years of Hip Fractures in Italy: for the first time a decreasing trend in 

elderly women" gives information about a reduced  incidence  of  hip fractures in the younger 

elderly population, but emphasizes an  increased  incidence  in  the  very old population.  The 

topic has high importance because the number of hip fractures has doubled in the last 30-40 years in 

many countries.  Hip fracture is a major and increasing global public health problem around the 

world. Considering expected demographic changes, hip fracture in the very old will be a challenge 

for healthcare systems. The novelty and innovation of the research: In the literature, in recent 

publications despite of the increasing number of new hip fracture patients, a decline in hip fracture 

incidence has been reported in separate age groups. The aim of authors is to evaluate hospitalization 

rate of femoral neck fractures in the elderly Italian population over a ten-year period, based on such 

official information source as hospitalization records. The title reflects the topic and contents of the 

study. The readability of the manuscript is good. Material and methods: ?Information concerning all 

hospitalizations occuring in Italian public and private care setting are registered in hospital discharge 

records, which are collected at the Italian Ministry of Health (National Hospitalization Database, 

SDO). This information are anonymous and include patients’ age, sex and diagnoses.”  In my 

opinion, without exact patient identification multiple counting is inevitable in connection with 

fracture incidence.  My questions: 1. How to identify the patients in your health care system?  2. 

Does your system apply a unique personal identifier (personal identification number), which are able 

to distinguish the patient at any time? 3. Is it possible that the same patient more than once will be 

counted in relation to the same disease in the same or different hospitals in connection with fracture 

incidence? 4. Can you distinguish the fractures by laterality? Can you detect the second or third 
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fracture at the same patient  on the same or contralateral side? In results we can read number of 

fractures according to gender and age-group, but no overall data of incidence can be found. I miss the 

incidence data of femoral neck fracture according to gender and age-group.   Incidence rate is not 

presented on diagrams. Rising or declining trend can be discussed in aware of incidence rates.  5. It 

would be useful to complete Figure 1 with the number of fracture in male and female instead of 

writing the numbers in the text. 6. It would be informative to show incidence rates on Figure 1-3, 

beside the number of fractures. 7. Why the subanalysis of five-year age groups is limited on the years 

2007-2009?  In my opinion, the manuscript may be suitable for publication in World Journal of 

Orthopaedics after revision.    Classification of the manuscript: D Language evaluationc: B 


