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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an informative paper, generally well-written and of interest to readers of the WJO. I suggest a 

few minor revisions, as specified below:  1. Abstract, Methods: Please re-word the sentence 

commencing with ‘Of the 20 patients…’ to fix the grammar. 2. Background, Paragraph 2: Please write 

the definition of the acronym SHEAR in full 3. Background, Paragraph 3: Can the authors please be a 

bit more explicit in this paragraph on how their study differs to previously-published work in this 

area. From what they have stated, this study is different as the patients have had previous treatment 

elsewhere. Please clarify and re-word. 4. Patients and Methods, Paragraph 1: ‘Table 1 and 2’ should 

be ‘Tables 1 and 2.’ Please change ‘2’ to ‘Two’ at the start of the sentence. 5. Patients and Methods, 

Clinical Assessment: Could the authors please provide a short explanation of what the modified 

Mallet clinical assessment is, perhaps with some accompanying references? This will make the paper 

more understandable to the wider orthopaedic audience.  6. Patients and Methods, Statistical 

Analysis: This should be ‘A student’s t-test…’ (not ‘The’). 7. Discussion: What is MRC?
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