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This is an appropriate overview to understand the secondary prevention of stroke.
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This is a didactic manuscript on stroke secondary prevention. The references are accurate, tables are

informative. I suggest only minor point of revisions before acceptance. Although as stated in the

introduction surgery and endovascular treatment are beyond the scope of the review, the authors

may comment on what is considered “the best medical therapy” in particular condition as

intracranial and carotid hemodynamic stenosis or patent foramen ovale.

For example, in current

clinical practice, in case of arteries stenosis blood pressure is not adequately lowered because of

concerns regarding cerebral perfusion.

Is this practice supported by evidence?
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This review focused on secondary prevention of ischemic stroke, summarized recent clinical trials,

with emphasis on early and long-term prevention. Most of the information is not novel. Below are

my comments. 1. The concept of early secondary prevention needs to be clearly defined. The

combined antiplatelet therapy for early secondary prevention needs to be discussed. More

information is needed in the sections of Glycemic control,

Lipid lowering agents, and

Antihypertensive agents. Are there any differences in these aspects between early and long-term

secondary prevention?

2. Anti-inflammatory strategies, carotid endarterectomy and carotid-artery

stenting should be discussed in this review. 3. This review article needs language polishing.




