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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is well-written and topical. I suggest revising it to include the total # of articles originally

included and how many were excluded due to each criteria. The discussion should include any effect

those exclusions had on your conclusions. Also please comment on the expected PML rate with RTX

based on all data as well as possible pitfalls of using RTX with immunosuppressants.
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The authors address a well organized review for rituximab treatment on NMO including the

rationale, efficacy, adverse events, dosage, variability and then conclude and point some questions

for future studies. This is a clinically concerned topic. However, authors should pay more attention

on details that require revisions and editing.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Major comment: Authors should include a comment on page 12, after the first paragraph, about the
use of plasma exchange (PE) in treating neuromyelitis optica (NMO). Based on the involvement of
NMO-IgG in the pathogenesis of NMO, it is reasonable to postulate that PE has a role in the
treatment of NMO (J Clin Apher 2013;28:145-284). In fact, PE in conjunction with rituximab is used in
other immune-mediated diseases (Autoimmunity Rev 211;10:679-84; Transfus Apher Sci
2014;51:209-14). Minor comments: 1. Page 5, line 7: ".compliment..."??? 2. Page 5, line 12:
"...humeral..."??? 3. Page 6, line 3: this reviewer is not familiar with ARR. Could authors explain what
AAR mean? 4. Page 8, line 13: "Several studies..." I think authors should report the exact number of
studies reviewed. 5. Page 8, line 22: "They correlated... CD19+ cells correlated"???? 6. Page 9, first
paragraph: Authors should consider to add a comment about the use of lower doses of rituximab,
because the doses reported in reviewed papers come from doses used for treating patients with
lymphoma. For patients with immune-mediated diseases, lower doses of rituximab have been
reported as succesful. 7. Page 10, line 9: "patent..."??? 8. Page 11, first line: How many studies across
the world have documented improvement...in a how many NMO patients? 9. Page 11, line 9: "...in all
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but a small..."??? 10. Table 1. Authors should consider to add the reference number of the studies on
the table. Authors should consider to report the column 8 (ARR relapses) in two columns (before and

after).
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