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Comment to WJOG 7339 Study of effect of vaginal speculum lubrication over cervical cytology and
discomfort caused in pap smear screening This article evaluated the effect of vaginal speculum
lubrication with xylocaine gel over cervical cytology and pain scoring in Pap smear screening and
concluded that vaginal speculum lubrication with xylocaine gel did not influence the Pap smear
screening. I congratulate this successful work. Some comments 1. Many typing errors are present.
For example, Pap smear should be used in place of pap smear. 2. p <0.01 should be used in place of
p=0.00 3.  What is “GOPD”? 1 guess that it is “Gynecologic outpatient clinics”. It is not
appropriate. 4. The rates of unsatisfactory smears in the no gel group “were” 1.99% and in the gel
group “were” 3.31%, respectively, without significantly statistical difference between each other
(p<0.05). 5. Please describe the characteristics of the enrolled patients, for example, history of
vaginal birth. Is there any woman to have pregnancy during the one-year follow-up? Since the
authors wrote that “Women with history of hysterectomy, infectious gynecologic complaints, genital
bleeding, cervical cancer, chronic pelvic pain or allergy to gel lubricant were excluded from the
study.”, besides “loss of follow-up”, it is hard to believe that no gynecologic or obstetric conditions
happened in these 151 patients. Please explain it.
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The authors need to change the title. It should read the effect on not over. The correct grammar is
the authors evaluated the effect of lubrication on cytology not over cytology. This should be
changed throughout the article.
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The clinical trial is unique and interesting, although the same trials were performed previously.
Comparison of the comfort levels in the same women between dry and gel speculums is a new
method. However, there are some concerns to be revised and considered in this study. 1 Title:
“Effect of vaginal speculum lubrication on cervical cytology and discomfort during smear
examination” is more appropriate. 2 Numerical values of the second decimal place are not
necessary. 3 What does “GOPD” in line 76 of page 4 mean? 4 Figure 1 is not necessary. The readers
will understand the analyzed population just with description. 5 There are 2 women with HSIL in
both groups. Are they the same women or different ones? Was a woman with LISL in the gel group
diagnosed with NILM? The authors should describe the details of the cytology results in Result
section. 6 Please add standard deviation bars and significance mark in Figure 2. 7 Gilson et al found
no significant alteration in patient discomfort with speculum gel lubrication. Hill et al reported that
lower pain scores were observed in gel group as compared to speculum lubrication with water. And
this study showed a significant better feeling in gel speculum than in dry one. The authors should
discuss on the differences. In particular, why did the difference occur between Gilson’s study and
this study?
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You should follow up this population for false negative smear results for future.




