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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

In this review, Wong and colleagues describe the latest advances in treating noise-induced hearing
loss (NIHL), a malady that affects a huge percentage of people worldwide. In their review, the
authors beautifully catalog the biological and physiological impacts of loud noise exposure, and
summarize the current approaches to either reversing or preventing the deleterious effects.  This
review is extremely well written; it is clear that the authors took a great deal of care to craft a clear
and up-to-date summary of this subject that will be reachable to a lay audience, but presents enough
technical detail to be a valuable resource for inner ear specialists. My only issue is that the
authors should be cautious about their description of reference #87 by Izumikawa et al. The
experiments in this landmark study are dubious and have not been able to be repeated. I would
recommend either eliminating this section, or describing some of the caveats to the experiments
suggesting that Atohl overexpression in guinea pigs can restore hearing loss. Finally, it would be
nice to have a cartoon diagram of the cochlea, illustrating the cell types that are effected by NIHL,
although this could be left to the discretion of the EIC.




