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General comment This review article has correctively shed light upon the various aspects of
post-splenectomy-related pulmonary hypertension. The reviewer supposes that this article is very
much useful for making pulmonary physicians understand the underlying mechanisms of
pulmonary hypertension after splenectomy. Although the reviewer has no major criticism on this
article, there are two issues for which the reviewer feels difficulty to grasp their essential meanings.

4.1) risk of DVT and a 32.6-fold (95% CI, 13.9-76.3) and 3.2-fold (95% ClI, 1.8-5.5) higher risk of PE in
splenectomized patients compared with the general population and appendectomy patients,
respectively”. This sentence is complicated and difficult to be understood. Please simplify the
sentence and let readers (including physicians who are not native speakers of English) understand it
easily.  2) Fig. 1; Looking at this figure, the authors seem to consider that there are two major types
of pulmonary hypertension elicited by splenectomy; i.e., pulmonary hypertension caused by
pulmonary vasculopathy (increased vasoconstrictor of endothelin-1 and decreased vasodilator of NO)
and pulmonary hypertension in association with chronic thromboembolism (CTEPH). However,
3
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there is no definite description concerning pulmonary vasculopathy in the text. Please specify the
definition on pulmonary vasculopathy in a more detailed fashion. 3) Minor comment (p. 6);
Garozzo et al have reported???, Please insert the period after “et al”.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Manuscript NO: 16838 In the review article titled "Post Splenectomy Related Pulmonary
Hypertension" the authors discussed about complex pathogenesis of pulmonary hypertensive disease
after splenectomy. Additionally, the authors provided insights into the diagnostic and therapeutic
approaches, but also the future directions regarding the management of this condition. = The
manuscript is informative and readable and the rationale for this work is solid. Abstract should be
included into the manuscript. Subtitles in the text could be more informative and adjusted to the
following text (e.g. Megakaryocytes or Nitric Oxide). Add Figure legend to the Figure 1. All
references should be checked and the text should be properly formatted according to the Instructions
for authors.




