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It's fascinating as an epidemiological study on the other hand, because acknowledge is increasing day

by day it is easy to diagnose coeliac disease; so there was not anything new or different
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The study from a university hospital from Christchurch addressed a problem of Coeliac Disease (CD)
in pediatric age group. Main findings include the increasing incidence of CD and descriptions of
presenting symptoms, especially nutritional status of the patients. This is a good paper that should be
published. However, there are some points in the paper that need to be cleared or improved; Major
criticize; 1. Can the increasing number of CD in the recent years be an 'overdiagnosis' phenomenon.
As it is stated that some patients were identified through a screening program and 2/3 of them were
asymptomatic. May I recommended that 'asymptomatic' should be included in the Table 2 and
proportion of asymptomatic patients identified through screening should be presented. 2. As
nutritional status is one of important findings, can nutritional parameters (Z-score, iron status,
Vitamin status) be displayed in a separate Table. A comparison between those with and without
gastrointestinal symptoms may be helpful. Minor criticize 1. To give the reader some idea about
trend across the decade, data in Table 1 may be better presented in Graph. 2.Line 8 Page 11; the
period (.) was misplaced. 3. If the details of HLA genotyping were not provided; why state about it
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(page 8). 4. It may be more comprehensive to categorize symptoms in the Table 2 into GI symptoms,
Extra-GI manifestations; nutritional symptom:s)



