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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In the paper, ?SIGNIFICANT VARIATIONS IN NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTATION AMONGST 

NEONATES IN THE UK“, the authors Morris Gordon et al. present a useful and interesting study 

regarding nutritional supplementation in preterm babies in the UK. Since these infants are well 

known to have a particular need in several substances supplementing breast milk or formula food, 

like vitamins and certain minerals, recommendations for this supplementation are given in 

guidelines by the European society  ESPGHAN. However, as the authors state, the actual practice in 

the hospitals is not so well-defined; therefore, it is a very useful project to collect information 

concerning the supplementation regimens currently performed, and to compare the standard 

recommendations. The paper is a systematic telephone-based interview analysis of the current 

supplementation practice, showing great inconstancy; with apparent over- and underdosage in 

several hospitals.  This is an important work, however, several aspects should be improved, in 

particular since the work is addressed to international readers. First, details regarding the ESPHGAN 

recommendations are not given, and there is no discussion whether these recommendations which 
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date from 2010 (JPGN 2010;50:85–91) are still valid. They are just quoted in the table. Further, in the 

table, a Great Ormond Street Guidance is quoted which is not further explained at all. It gives 

completely different recommendations, however focuses on infants (also preterms?) at 3 months of 

age. Are there other recommendations?  In the paper, brand and generic names of supplements and 

formulas are used without specification. Brand names should be marked as such, and the content of 

the commercially available supplements should be given. The authors state that about 50% of the 

hospitals answered. They should give a summary how many of the responders and non-responders 

were smaller or larger hospitals, and what level of care they were giving.    Minor points abstract 

and results: instead of ?…with only 7% using a weight targets to…“ better use another type of phrase, 

this one does not seem correct to me  results and discussion : the word ?Iron“often is incorrectly 

written with capital letter)
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