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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This review is very useful to clinician and technician in the lab regarding syphilis serological test.  

Minor comment:  Column 7 in table !, % of discrepant results confirmed by third method.  Can the 

author discuss why this number is so high?
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In their work - ?Syphilis Testing Algorithms: A Review“ - the authors Binder &Theel  give a nice 

and informative overview and review on the subject. In particular, all pro’s and con’s of the different 

assays as well as algorithms combining assays are discussed, and they are put into relation with the 

different indications in which such screenings are used - high- or low-income countries, high- or 

low-incidence areas, and so on. The work is well written and comprehensive, it contains most 

relevant aspects, including medical, laboratory, and practical considerations.  The literature is 

complete (to my knowledge), the figure and table are perfectly structured. Thus in general the work 

gives a perfect and accurate overview. However, in the introduction, the authors promise that ?This 

discussion will also explore the challenges presented by the ethical environment surrounding syphilis 

testing“ - which is, in my view, not fully fulfilled. Screening testing in blood-donors, prisoners, or 

patients of a STD clinic each have different intentions, and they represent different categories of risk 

for the general population. The legal background, for example, whether screening may be done 

without the donors voluntary permission, may also differ in different countries. Thus there are 

several ethical implications of such screening. While the practical aspects are discussed in a very clear 
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and straightforward way, these ethical points are not discussed quite as clearly. Also, the economical 

aspects are not presented in a detailed way but just giving some general information. This may be 

due to the fact that the economical conditions are very different in different countries in which such 

algorithms may be applied - both regarding laboratory or treatment costs. However, it might be nice 

to see some calculations for typical constellations, in order to assess the possible benefits or 

disadvantages of the different algorithms. This might than lead to a final proposal of which algorithm 

might then definitively be best in which condition. Otherwise, however, the work is very useful, well 

written, and should thus be published. 
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