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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The authors present a proposal to recognize deep vein thrombosis (DVT) using
non-invasive techniques. The article is well written and its reading is fluent. The
subject of the article is within the scope of the journal. The proposal described in the
article is novel, and provides some interesting ideas. However, in order to improve the
article, it is proposed to structure the article in: Introduction, Material and methods,
Results, Discussion and Conclusions. In particular, the conclusions section should be
extended, and the proposal evaluated with other similar proposals in the discussion

section.
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The early detection of deep venous thrombosis is paramount to reduce the risk of
thromboembolism in the critically unwell patient reducing the associated morbidity and
mortality. This is an important aspect that the authors have highlighted and they should
be commended on this. The authors have described in detail the use of ultrasound in the
diagnosis of DVT with a pictorial representation of the different stages of thrombosis
with the associated ultrasonic appearance. The role of D-dimer in the diagnosis of DVT
is limited and a normal D-dimer with a low Wells Score can then only be used to rule out
a possible diagnosis of DVT. This fact needs to be stressed upon as we have seen there is
at times an over-reliance on this non-specific blood test. Whilst the authors have
described in great depths the process of imaging and the caveats associated with each
method. The article does not add a great deal of new scientific knowledge into the
pre-existing literature. it would be worthwhile to apply this into clinical practice and the
results from the study could be used to highlight the different aspects that the authors

aim to potray.
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The paper can be accepted in current form.
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Thank you considering the suggested changes to your article. With the inclusion and

modifications to the text, the message is clearer to the reader.
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