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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Thank you. I have a few suggestions: 1) Perhaps the paragraph on corticosteroid pharmacology

could be shortened by a few sentences. I feel it is a bit too detailed. 2) The limitations of the

retrospective observational studies should be discussed in more depth - what are the main reasons

why we think they cannot produce a reliable answer? Also, what are their strengths? 3) Similarly

the small RCT should be critiqued in greater depth.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

The focus of this manuscript is to provide an update on the potential role (or absence of role) of

corticosteroids in severe influenza pneumonia, summarizing current evidence available in the

literature. The manuscript is well written and for the most part provides a valuable addition to the

literature. It is co-authored by very well-known investigators in the field, reinforcing its value. The

paper is really up-to-date and covers all aspects of this important topic, clarifying many issues that

are often misunderstood by clinicians, particularly regarding how we can interpret the alterations

found in the metabolism of corticosteroids in this setting. As such, this review will provide a useful

guidance to a large audience and may improve the management of patients admitted to the ICU for

severe influenza pneumonia.
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