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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Inspite of the lack of new information, experiences of large numbers of poisoing is worth to be 

published.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Kavousi-Gharbi et al. from Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran investigated 

cross-sectionally the information about all cases of acute poisoning by the herbicide paraquat 

(1,1′-dimethyl-4,4′ bipyridinium dichloride) admitted to 3 main teaching hospitals of Shiraz 

University in a 5 year period (Sep. 2010 to Sep. 2015). A total of 104 patients (66% male) with a mean 

age 26±11 years were evaluated. The mortality rate was 43%. Despite the necessity of emergency 

hemodialysis in first 6 hours of intoxication, none of the patients had dialysis during this time. 

Immunosuppressive and corticosteroid medications were not administrated with adequate dosage in 

31% and 60% of the patients respectively. Ingestion of more than 22 cc of paraquat and increase in 

creatinine level were the most important predictors of mortality  Please correct at page 11: 

“….patients in this study were NOT treated by hemodialysis due to the lack of facilities.” And accord 

the following sentences.  Clearly, also considering the young age of both women and men, the 

largest majority intended to commit suicide. This point should be stressed also in the Abstract and 

not just as a short sentence in Discussion.  I was surprised that no cardiovascular elements were 

considered. Was it possible that ECGs were not recorded ? Any arrhythmia ? Please along these lines 
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comment 2 recent articles: Cardiovasc Toxicol 2015: 15: 117-126 and Cardiovasc Toxicol 2015; 15: 

324-335. Explain whether glyphosate is not present in Iran and therefore for suicidal attempts 

agricultural workers “just” rely on paraquat. 

mailto:bpgoffice@wjgnet.com

