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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The authors attempted to study the related mechanisms of Tanshinone IIA (Tan-IIA) by 

applying its neuroprotective effect to Alzheimer's disease. The study is interesting, but 

there are some issues to revise. 1. A Methodology should describe how the AD mouse 

model was established. 2. Scale bars are missing in Figure 1b. 3. Figure 2 is difficult to 

read due to poor readability. 4. A description of the theoretical background for Aβ1-42 is 

missing. 5. In Figure 2, although the increase in SOD by 5uM of Tan-IIA is not clear, the 

amount of ROS is relatively well reduced as compared with a low dose of Tan-IIA or 

Aβ1-42 treated group. This is illogical. 6. According to Figure 3, the expression of 

NEAT1 is associated with increased ROS, and AD is associated with decreased 

mir-291a-3p. However, it is wondering why NEAT1 shows a tendency to increase with 

the expression of mir-291a-3p in Figure 3q and r. This comment also applies to the 

results in Figure 4e. Does this indicate that expression is suppressed by mir-291a-3p 

binding of the relevant factors? If so, this phenomenon should already be spontaneously 

presented in NCS under the AD condition. 7. In Figure 5, changes in factors resulting 

from the introduction of mir-291a-3p in diseased condition cells should have been 
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

There was a need for additional experiments, but it was understood that they did not 

have the funds and time. Except that, all concerns have been well addressed. There is no 

additional issue to raise.  

 


