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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is an interesting manuscript. Several major and minor issues should be addressed: In
Conclusions of Abstract and Discussion sections it should be important to include the need for a
future meta-analysis in this topic. Results section should be expanded and part of the Discussion
section needs to be moved there. A reference to an original article demonstrating that BDNF protein
crosses the blood-brain barrier should be included. There was statistical significance for the
difference in sex distribution for the studies that were positive and negative for BDNF reduction?
An exploration of the possible effect of sample sizes of included studies should be important.
Authors should check coherence between citation numbers in Table 1 and references. For example,
the reference 15 in "Yoshimura 2012[15]" corresponds to Sotiropoulou et al 2013.  Size effect should
be included for the reported changes described in last column of Table 2. Data for BDNF levels in
Table 2 should be converted to the same scale (for example ng/ul). It is not clear why in Table 1 and
2 some studies appear as FPE subjects receiving medicaments. For example, Yoshimura 2012
provides BDNF data for "first-episode untreated Japanese schizophrenia patients". Authors should
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check and correct data for all included studies.
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