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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a comprehensive review of MT interventions in mediating depression and mood states in

patients with neurological disorders. The article is clearly written and should be easily understood

even by a reader without background in this research.

There are a few odd phrases, possibly a

translation issue (e.g., pg. 12 "Other five studies,..."), and occasionally wordiness (e.g., pg 13 "The

results come to light that music-based..." could simply be "Music-based...") but these are minor.

Because each research study is presented as a paragraph, it would be helpful to have a short

summary at the end of each main section of the paper that highlights similarities and differences in

the reported research.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

I would like to congratulate the authors of this submitted paper to an important piece of research. I
have the following comments to make which might possibly improve the quality of this review /
meta-analysis even more: Title / Abstract Please clarify to the reader whether this is a narrative,
systematic review or even a meta-analysis. Also add type of research to keywords (ie systematic
review, meta-analysis if applicable) Introduction Is far too long. This is being submitted to a
psychiatry journal and thus most readers will be somewhat aware of, for instance, what is being
summarized under "1.1 Neurology and Psychiatry". Method section This really needs to be more
transparent. Did you use Boolean terms in your search? Did your searches differ between the 2
different literature databases? Remember a review ought to be reproducible. Possible, a table / figure
might make the necessary elaboration in this section easier? Results This section is lacking in
statistical clarity. Now that it is clear that no meta-analysis was carried out (due to the heterogeneity
of the outcomes which btw should be stated in the method section) at least p-values ought to be
provided; either in the text or even better to be added to Table 1. An assessment of the
methodological quality of included studies is lacking. This, however, is deemed necessary by many
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regarding overviews or reviews published in the medical literature. Please provide such an
assessment - for instance, the simple Jadad score, Chalmers score etc). Discussion The discussion
needs to represent an overall summary of the included studies according to their methodological

quality and should be discussed in the light of such assessment.
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