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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The manuscript explores interesting relationship betwen CD4 count and depression. It found that 

there is association between poor CD4 count and untreated depression. But this relationship could be 

reflecting the relationship between poor CD4 count and low general compliance which is associated 

with poor compliance with ART treatment. This seemed to be verified to be the 50% concordance 

between depression treatment compliance and ART compliance reported by authors. Further, The 

difference in CD4 count between untreated and no-depression controls may be more relevant to 

support the relationship between poor CD4 count and existence of depression.  It is not clear what 

the authors meant by independent association between depression and poor CD4 count. It may be 

beneficial to clarify it is the association betwen depression and CD4 count, independent of 

adherence?    
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