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This MS describes an important opinion regarding clinical practice on Rheumatology. However,

probably due to its rather heavy volume, the impression of its core tip seems to be cloudy. I might

think it is nice to reduce the whole volume concisely to easily understanding using some tables and

figures. Concise writing focusing on the core tip should be encouraged.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This article deserves to be published but the authors need not underestimate the value of laboratory
and adjunctive investigative procedures as is the case in the current manuscript where authors
stressed on as being misleading for example their analysis for the sensitivity and specificity of ANA
in SLE even if the test had a low sensitivity yet it has a good specificity which makes it a good
negative test. Authors better make it clear in their discussion as well as in the title that the intention
behind such review is to insist on the importance of clinical examination skills and that labs might be
used for screening or to confirm diagnosis as a complementary profile to provide guidance for
disease classification. Another important point which is that the treatment of rheumatic diseases in
most situations is dependent on both clinical, laboratory as well as adjunctive investigative
procedures if feasible, another important point that authors should clarify in their review. The issue
behind this review should be to stress on the importance of clinical skills not to underestimate
complementary investigative approaches. Authors are advised to minimize the use of general
expressions in their descriptives.
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Interesting point of view, and very challenging exercise. No corrections
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

This is a nice review presenting a view that many old rheumatologists may agree with. Actually, the
tile is too strict. Serology remains a fundamental advance in rheumatology, although it has to be
guided by clinics. I would prefer something like “return to clinical-driven practice”. The author well
explain how a “serology-oriented” approach to rheumatology will impoverish the medical abilities
and basic skills that remain particularly important considering the increasing availability of powerful,
albeit expensive drugs. Unfortunately, economical interests regarding diagnostic assays and
reimbursable procedures also risk to divert the attention from the basic care of the patient. It is
intriguing that such problems are arising more importantly in developed health systems like US.
However, the response to such problems cannot be limited to a “return to the past”. Idon’t believe
that the author claims such a return to the past, but some examples and a brief discussion on the how
serology and laboratory data can fill gaps in clinical skills should be provided. The discussion about
therapeutics is as well interesting. Indeed, some words could be spent to discuss as well the scarcity
of basic and clinical studies on the action of combination therapies with “old drugs”. In contrast it
could be worthwhile to mention as well the increasing availability of small molecules targeting
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specific biological pathways, whose use may require the development of specific skills in the near

future.
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