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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

I read with interest this narrative review on the impact of COVID-19 pandemic on the 

transplant setting.  The Authors highlighted several points (e.g., the reduction of 

waitlistings and the increase in mortality when the pandemic peaked; the potentially 

impactful role of micophenolic acid in transplant recipients who get infected) that have 

been highly debated among the transplant community. Then they looked at telehealth as 

a valuable tool for the follow-up of transplant recipient especially in emergency situation 

as a pandemic.  The paper is fluent, well-written, without significant typos.  Table 1 is 

quite informative.   I have only some personal comments, that I would like to discuss 

with the Authors.  - I think that telehealth cannot be offered to each transplant recipient, 

but only to the stable ones. For instance, I would not consider it for adolescent patients, 

who are at high risk of non-adherence, and subsequently to acute/chronic rejection. - I 

think that telehealth can be considered as a valuable tool to be used together with (and 

not as an alternative to) the classic process (e.g., outpatient visit).  - I think that GP 

should be more deeply involved in the care of the liver transplant recipients. - MMF was 

associated with worse survival after COVID-19 infection, as the Authors showed in this 

review. I think that this should not be a reason to withdraw MMF to all LT recipients 

after they get infected, unless a careful discussion with the Transplant Center.  - The 

latest COVID-19 waves carried different outcomes than that of first waves. I think (and I 

hope) that the impact of COVID-19 on transplant activity will be less strong than in the 

past.  
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SPECIFIC COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

After COVID-19, the field of transplantation in general, and liver transplantation in 

particular, underwent major changes in listing strategy, immunosuppression and 

vaccination of recipients (Pfizer's BNT162b2). This retrospective review of the problem 

experienced by all transplant units highlights the effectiveness of many measures, 

including the importance of telehealth. The work is well developed and provides a 

strategic vision for the solution of problems that may happen again in similar 

circumstances, and we must therefore highlight the agility and efficiency of transplant 

units around the world in overcoming this health crisis in such a short period of time. 

 


