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February 24, 2014   World Journal of Transplantation  ESPS Manuscript NO: 8862  Title: A 

D-MELD Risk Cap Combined with Rule 14 Decreases Waitlist and Post Transplant Mortality using 

Markov Microsimulation  This is multicentre study based on the UNOS database aimed to evaluate 

if the selection of an appropriate D-MELD risk cap ± Rule 14 could improve post-liver transplant and 

overall survival of listed patients.   GENERAL COMMENTS (1) Importance of the research: the 

present study is really interesting, trying to define with the construction of a rigorous mathematical 

model if it is possible to better refine allocation policy, thus minimizing the risk of futile transplants;  
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well written and clear; (4) Methods: clear explication of the statistical models adopted; (5) Results: the 

most interesting part of the paper; (6) Discussion: valuable conclusions are provided in this section; (7) 
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