
 

1 

 

BAISHIDENG PUBLISHING GROUP INC 

8226 Regency Drive, Pleasanton, CA 94588, USA 
Telephone: +1-925-223-8242  Fax: +1-925-223-8243 
E-mail: bpgoffice@wjgnet.com  http://www.wjgnet.com 
 

ESPS PEER-REVIEW REPORT 

 

Name of journal: World Journal of Transplantation 

ESPS manuscript NO: 23360 

Title: Liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma in Ireland: Pre-operative 

alpha-fetoprotein predicts tumour recurrence in a 14-year single-centre national 

experience 

Reviewer’s code: 02444986 

Reviewer’s country: Turkey 

Science editor: Fang-Fang Ji 

Date sent for review: 2015-11-15 21:49 

Date reviewed: 2015-12-08 18:05 
 

CLASSIFICATION LANGUAGE EVALUATION SCIENTIFIC MISCONDUCT CONCLUSION 

[  ] Grade A: Excellent 

[  ] Grade B: Very good 

[ Y] Grade C: Good 

[  ] Grade D: Fair 

[  ] Grade E: Poor  

[ Y] Grade A: Priority publishing 

[  ] Grade B: Minor language  

    polishing 

[  ] Grade C: A great deal of  

language polishing 

[  ] Grade D: Rejected 

Google Search:    

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[Y ] No 

BPG Search: 

[  ] The same title 

[  ] Duplicate publication 

[  ] Plagiarism 

[Y ] No 

[ Y] Accept 

[  ] High priority for   

    publication 

[  ] Rejection 

[  ] Minor revision 

[  ] Major revision 

 

COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Authors retrospectively analyzed prognostic factors for recurrance-free and over-all survival in 

transplanted HCC patients at one center between 1995-2009. They found that not exceeding the Milan 

or UCSF criteria, but  Pre-operative serum AFP increases risk of reduced overall survival or 

increased recurrence.  my comments are as follow: *table 2 and 3 should be combined *table4 should 

be omitted and data should be given within manuscript. *figure 1 should be omitted.
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Congratulations to the authors once again demonstrate that alpha fetal protein should be used in the 

selection of patients for transplantation
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This manuscript describes the experience with liver transplantation for hepatocellular carcinoma in 

Ireland. Survival was similar to patients having liver transplant without malignancy. The importance 

of AFP level on prognosis is noteworthy. The success in patients who exceed Milan and UCSF criteria 

is important.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The results obtained in this paper are well corroborated with the objectives,suggesting level of 

alpha-fetoprotein in pre-transplantation malignant liver as good prognostic marker in recurrence of 

the disease. 
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting attempt to evaluate the results of liver transplantation for HCC with regard to 

potential relation with pre-operative values of aFP. The paper is well written and results are clarified. 

Minor revisions are required. 1. In the text under Introduction selection criteria should be more 

assessed. 2. Grammatical errors should be avoided. 3. Recent publications should be added instead of 

older ones. 4. Table 1 should be more precise. 5  Table 4 should be incorporated in the previous one.  
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