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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

Comments to the authors:  Moussab Damlaj et al report a retrospective study on the 

value of lymphocyte recovery in predicting the outcome of leukemic patients receiving 

an allogeneic transplant. The work is well designed and performed, and the 

interpretation of the results supports previous papers. The authors admit the intrinsic 

limitations of this type of retrospective analysis.    Minor comments: ? Abstract: Check 

wording, recovery is repeated. ? What type of allogeneic donors were used? Related, 

unrelated, haplo? This should be clarify in the patients section.  ? It appears that all 

transplants were performed using mobilised peripheral blood grafts. This should be also 

clarify in the patient section. ? Progression Free Survival (PFS) was calculated from the 

time of transplant until death of any cause or relapse.? It should be time to relapse. ? 

Regimens containing TBI were more common in the DLR group at 63% vs. 33% (p 

= .019). This finding deserves a comment on the discussion section.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This is an interesting study, demonstrating lymphocyte recovery as Independent 

predictor for relapse in allogenic hematopoietic stem cell Transplantation for acute 

leukemia.  Comments 1. In Table 1 the authors described favorable, intermediate and 

high risk cytogenetics. Please add references to show which criteria they used.   2. The 

authors demonstrated ELR as a protective factor from disease relapse in acute leukemia. 

But PFS and OS were not significantly improved. The authors should discuss this point 

in more details. 
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