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1) please specify what was bleeding % in abstract 2) were the 3 who bled on high dose or 

low dose NoAC? 3) excellent you looked at pre and post Tacro and sCr levels, can you 

run a similar analysis for eGFR? as that maybe a better measure of renal function. 4) well 

done study. 
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The manuscript may be the first study addressing the efficacy and safety of NOACs. 

Thus, it adds new information to the field.   It would be better if the authors can 

emphasize the advantage of NOACs in comparison to the other drugs; no effect on 

kidney function (especially in “discussion”). In that way, audience can realize the value 

of the study better.  • Minor grammatical errors such as  “…study that addresses…” 

(page 10). Please thoroughly check the text. 
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The present manuscript reports a retrospective analysis of the efficacy and safety of 

NOACs after kidney transplantation. Date are presented on 42 patients who received 

either apixaban, rivaroxaban or dabigatran for either atrial fibrillation or 

thromboembolism and were followed for 1 year. In general, the data on NOACs in 

kidney transplant patients bear novelty, however the data presentation and 

interpretation needs attention.  - The analysis only includes patients with a eGFR of >54. 

Therefore, no dosage adaptation should be necessary for NOACs. This is also why the 

data can only be interpreted in terms of sufficiently preserved kidney function. This has 

to be mentioned in the discussion section and has to be compared to published data. - 

Why did you use only 15mg of rivaroxaban instead of 20mg although the GFR 

was >50ml/min? - Is is not understandable why the patients were subdivided according 

to age extensively. It would make more sense to compare patients <75/≥75 years of age 

since this is 1) relevant for indication of oral anticoagulation and 2) may have an impact 

on the NOAC dosage. - In addition, it is very important to clearly indicate wich NOAC 

was used with what kind of immunosuppression. - Did the patients also receive MMF 

and/or steroids? Please indicate. - The analysis does not have a group for comparison. It 

would extremely strenghthen the analysis if the authors would add a matched cohort of 

kidney transplant recipients on vitamin K antagonists. - The use of dabigatran together 

with CNIs is contraindicated due to P-gp-induction leading to increased exposure to 

dabigatran. Did you use dabigatran together with CNIs? Please clarify. - The discussion 

section is extremely short and lacks study limitations. Please discuss possible 

interactions with immunosuppression, limitations of your study and the current 

literature in view of your data in more detail. - Table 2: please specify 

„antiplatelet“ Abstract:  - „The main indications for NOACs use in the cohort were 

atrial fibrillation 25 (59.5%) and venous thromboembolism 10 (23.8%).“ – should be 

changed to „… were atrial fibrillation in 25 patients (59.5%)…“ in the abstract and the 
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whole manuscript throughout. - „There were no significant changes in the pre- and 

post-NOACs tacrolimus (p = 0.55), creatinine (p > 0.05) and eGFR levels (p >0.05).“ – The 

meaning of this sentence is unclear. - The abstract should include information on the 

time period since kidney transplant (and also the main text), on median GFR prior 

initiation of NOACs and after 1 year of NOACs.  Language polishing necessary. 
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