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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The present review article tries to investigate the feasibility of WHO guidelines on earlier initiation of 

antiretroviral treatment in resource-limited countries specially in the MENA region while 

considering the lack of enough epidemiological data and diagnostic tools in these regions.  

Comments: The manuscript is informative and relatively well-written. However some comments are 

strongly suggested to improve the scientific writing style of the manuscript as a review article which 

are summarized in the following:  - As a review manuscript, the article may require “summarizing 

of the information in self-designed Tables, charts and figures”. Authors are strongly encouraged to 

consider several summarizing tools for the provided information in a number of tables and charts.  - 

Please provide a net final conclusion at the end of each section based on the provided data and the 

opinion of authors. Accordingly, please provide a net conclusion at the END of conclusion section to 

indicate the opinion of the author for this new WHO guideline for early initiation of the therapy 

based on the discussed articles.  - Please discuss the available Data of MENA region with that of 

other similar regions for the early initiation of the therapy by including their studies. For example 

please include the data of a recent study in sub-Saharan African HIV-infected adults for early 
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antiretroviral therapy and compare with that of MENA region (Anglaret X et al, Could early 

antiretroviral therapy entail more risks than benefits in sub-Saharan African HIV-infected adults? A 

model-based analysis, Antivir Ther. 2013;18(1):45-55.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

This review raised awareness about the poor epidemiological data and other issues, such as poor 

diagnostic that delay people that, are infected with HIV, to start antiretroviral therapy on Middle East 

–North African region. Is well and clearly written, except one paragraph that call my attention: 

“Apparently, available antiretroviral drugs are prescribed to delay immunologic failure and control 

HIV related diseases rather than definitive eradication of the virus [18]”.The word apparently is not 

appropriate since that is the goal of the currently available ART. Other than that I am ok with this 

manuscript to be published
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The present review discussed some issues, focusing on the feasibility of new WHO guidelines, on the 

early initiation of antiretroviral treatment (ART) among HIV-infected patients based on CD4+ T-cell 

counts in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. The manuscript is informative and 

worthy of publication.  Specific aspects: 1. Line numbers should be set on all pages fro review. 2. The 

manuscript requires a minor language diting. 3. The title of the manuscript needs to be improved. 4. 

Abstract: MENA Region=the MENA region; patients’ CD4 counts=patients’ CD4+ T-cell counts.  5. 

The authors are suggested to include some tables and figures to intuitively present some 

investigation data.  6. The Conclusion section should include authors’ opinions and prospects on the 

topics.  7. The journal names of the references should be formatted in a consistent and professional 

style. Some references should be checked, e.g. Ref. 41. 
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