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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS

Clearly stated study indicating that slow measured walking speed in dialysis patients can be used as
a predictor of subsequent fracture and hospitalization for all causes. While this report contains
information worth knowing, its signifigance would be gretly enhanced by the authors adding a brief
comment as to the probable explanation for: 1. Why might being a member of the Black Race
predispose to a greater risk of falls and/or hospitalizations than being of the White Race? Especially
when thinking of how Black players form the majority of Professional Football and Basketball team
players, it is difficult to understand why this subset, once on dialysis, copes with such an inferior
future. 2. Given that approximately one-half of all study patients had Diabetes, a speculation as to
how Diabetes might increase the risk of falls, fractures and hospitalizations in both slow and fast
walkers is essential. Was it their hypoalbuminuria (as suggested in at least one study) or their
peripheral + central neuropathy? Understandably, although the answer is not yet supportable by
evidence, the postulated mechanism should be in mind whild assessing future dialysis patients at
risk.




