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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In a group of 470 non-dialysis 3-5 stage CKD patients the Authors evaluated the relationship between 

25(OH)D levels and cardiorenal outcomes over a 3-year follow-up. They found that 25(OH)D < 20 

ng/ml was an independent predictor of all-cause mortality and kidney progression. This is an 

interesting study with several major limitations: ? Relatively small study group for these endpoints ? 

This is a retrospective study in essence ? 25OH D values were evaluated only at baseline and some 

patients subsequently received vitamin D supplements  ? How were cutoff values of D Vitamin 

identified? Why not analyse data on the basis of tertiles or quartiles? What was the distribution of 

baseline 25 OH values?  Given the above reported limitations I find that the Authors should 

therefore tone down considerably their conclusions
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The  paper with the title : << What is The Optimal Level of Vitamin D in non-Dialysis CKD 

Population? Re-Evaluating Thresholds for Serum 25(OH)D Concentrations in Relation to Death, 

Kidney Progression and Hospitalization >> is an interesting  well written article and  the authors 

claim  that their study << as the first prospective which analyzed the upper level  of Vit D 

associated to better improvement in survival and CKD progression on CKD patients, did not 

demonstrate additional benefits on these hard outcomes when patients reached the optimal target 

levels for VD suggested by current guidelines (≥30ng/ml).So with this study, despite the limitations, 

the authors provide a new  option in  this  so controversial field of Vitamin D treatment in CKD 

patients . 
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