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This study investigated cystoscopy-related distress, reviewing benefits of intraurethral lidocaine use
as well as of digital cystoscopes for reducing procedural anxiety and pain. Indeed, authors performed
a study to investigate if listening classical music reduces anxiety and pain in patients treated at the
Veterans Affairs Hospitals American undergoing flexible cystoscopy. A point needs to be clarified:
is there a difference in terms of pain and anxiety between music listeners/not listeners who had prior
cystoscopy and those who didn’t. An unknown procedure is more afraid than an old one. Analysis
should consider these groups. Review literature seems unnecessary: benefits of lidocaine and
digital cystoscopes can be highlighted in Introduction alone. Authors should discuss about their
results.  Finally, could a self chosen music be more relaxing?
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Manuscript Number: 12716 Manuscript Title: Modern Advances in Reducing Anxiety and Pain
Associated with Flexible Cystoscopy: Review of the Literature and Preliminary Report of Prospective
Veterans Affairs Trial for Music to Reduce Anxiety and Pain During Flexible Cystoscopy
Corresponding Author: Dr. Hossein S. Mirheydar et al.  The reviewer’s critiques are as follows.
Major criticism: 1. First of all, this manuscript is not review article but prospective randomized trial.
2. Authors should mention the receipts of the written informed and consent from patients in this
study. 3. In the result section, author should mention the data of pre-operative and post-operative
systolic and diastolic blood pressure, heart rate, and respiratory rate using table. 4. In discussion
section, authors should mention the reasons why the music cannot affect on reduction of pain during
flexible cytology. 5. All authors should read this manuscript before the submission. In the figure 1
and 2, there are references No 24 and 25. 6. In the table 1, authors should make columns that are
total, the music group, the no music group, and statistics, and fill in the blanks. Minor criticism: 1 In
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the Table 1, authors should put “space” in front of Caucasian.



