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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

The relationship of nestin and glioma was well discussed in the paper. It's ok to publish here I think.
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COMMENTS TO AUTHORS 

In this paper, Lin and colleagues studied the role of the stem cell marker nestin in the proliferation 

and migration/invasiveness of two glioma cell lines. The results were largely negative, suggesting 

that nestin expression has no effect on proliferation and invasiness, with the possible exception of 

decreased invasiveness seen in one of the cell lines after nestin knockdown. But the significance of 

this decreased invasiveness in cell culture is difficult to interpret in light of the fact the nestin 

knockdown in the same cells had no effect on in vivo migration in a mouse xenograft model.   In 

addition, several previous studies (not cited by the authors) have shown that nestin expression in 

human glioblastomas has no correlation with survival. A correlation with prognosis is only seen 

when lower grade gliomas are analyzed together with glioblastomas. However, a correlation between 

nestin expression and prognosis has been previously reported in lower grade gliomas (again not cited 

by the authors), which are difficult to study using cell culture models.   Based on this study, it is 

reasonable to conclude that nestin is not among the most promising targets for therapy in 

glioblastomas.  Overall, this is an outstanding, solid study from the methodological standpoint. The 

authors have done all the right experiments to address their question. They even provide evidence 
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suggesting a possible reason why nestin is not required for migration in some cell lines; they show 

that the cells may compensate by increasing the expression of synemin.  
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