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1 ， AIM: The postoperative complications has a close relationship with long-term 

survival ,but the impact of postoperative complications on long-term survival has not been 

reported in patients with gastric cancer .This study investigate the potential impact of 

complications for gastric cancer patients who survive the initial postoperative period. 

2 METHODS: .Patients were divided into 2 groups: with (n = 54) or without (n = 378) 

complications. Survival curves were compared between the groups, and Univariate and 

multivariate models were conducted to identify independent prognostic factors. 

3 Patients: Patients’ medical records and Clinicopathological data during the period from 

January 1, 2005 to December 31, 2006 were studied retrospectively at the department of the 

Department of Gastrointestinal Surgery, First Clinic Medical School of YangZhou 

university, YangZhou, China.. Patients inclusion criteria were: (1)  All patients in the 

study had histologically confirmed gastric adenocarcinomas and received curative 

gastrectomy with D2 lymph node dissection (2) Information regarding postoperative 

complications and mortality was available for each patient studied 
Follow-up 
Complete follow-up was available for all study patients. Follow-up was calculated from 
the date of surgery. Follow-up data were obtained by phone, letter, and the outpatient 
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clinical database. The end of the follow-up was 5 years after surgery. 
Survival 

In the multivariate analysis, perineural invasion the size of the lesions, blood transfusion, 

lymphovascular invasion, neoadjuvant chemotherapy were no longer predictive factors 

for reduced survival. However, the TNM stage,and presence of complications remained 

significant predictors of reduced survival 
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