
Reviewer’s comments: This is a large retrospective study of patients undergoing 

resection for pancreatic adenocarcinoma. The authors have chosen to look at size as 

an absolute value for determining survival in patients having resection for pancreatic 

adenocarcinoma. To do this they have looked at AJCC stages IA & IIB, neither of 

which have any lymph nose or distant metastases and are only different by the tumour 

size (>2cm/<4cm & >4cm). They have also looked at subgroups based on age and 

have again chosen an absolute cut off value of 65 years when age is of course a 

continually variable factor. Never the less the difference in survival between the two 

groups is interesting. Perhaps the most startling fact from the manuscript is what is 

not written nor demonstrated by the presented data but is implied and that is the 

impact of lymph node metastases, neurovascular invasion, resection margin status, etc 

because the survival in the patients presented is remarkably good compared with 

overall survival in resected pancreatic adenocarcinoma, implying that the patients 

excluded from this study have extremely poor survival. The manuscript is succinct 

and reasonably well written. The figures and tables are appropriate.  There seems to 

be an indiscriminate use of capital letters throughout the manuscript which needs 

addressing. In addition there are some grammatical errors that also need correction. 

 

Answer: Thanks for your valuable comments very much. We have corrected all the 

errors after language editing according to the advice. See the yellow-highlight part in 

the revised manuscript. 


