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The manuscript has been improved according to the suggestions of reviewers:

(1) We explained the role of PET to evaluate potential surgery or to detect occult metastases

(2) We summarized data about sensitivity, specificity and predictive value of PET in GEP-NETs in

comparison with CT scan and somatostatin receptor octreoscan.

Then, our aim is to focus the role of 68Ga-DOTATATE and 18F-FDG PET/CT and in particular their
combination. We underlined the value of 68Ga-DOTATATE and 18F-FDG PET/CT rather than somatostatin
receptor octreoscan, CT or other procedures, to identify NETs in patients with clinical, biochemical and

imaging suspect for this kind of disease.

(3) We added a little paragraph; further research is necessary to identify the best imaging procedures to
monitor response to treatments in NETs. In fact, in trials, morphological imaging and RECIST criteria remain
the procedures to evaluate response to treatments. Functional imaging, instead, is emerging as post-therapy

assessment but not still validate.
(4) We added a sentence according to reviewer’s suggestion.

(5) We added data about the accuracy of PET to identify metastases and to help the restaging. Moreover 3

references had been inserted.

3 The English was revised. The finding of the 3 studies was summarized into a table for comparison.
We hope that our manuscript could now be published in the World Journal of Clinical Oncology.

Sincerely yours,

2



Rossana Berardi, MD

Medical Oncology Unit, Universita Politecnica delle Marche -Azienda Ospedaliero-Universitaria Ospedali Riuniti
Umberto I - GM Lancisi - G Salesi di Ancona

Via Conca 71 - 60126  Ancona - Italy

Telephone: +39 071 5965715

Fax: +39 071 5965053

E-mail: r.berardi@univpm.it


mailto:r.berardi@univpm.it

