
 

Supplementary Figure 1 Sensitivity Analysis 

 

Supplementary Figure 2 Funnel Plot. 



Supplementary Table 1 Tumor Characteristics 

 

 HISTOLOGICAL 

SUBTYPE 

STAGE T N M 

AUTHO

R 

PTC FTC OC I II III IV 1 2 3 4 0 1 0 1 

Lee et 

al.(2017) 

202 0 0 NA NA NA NA N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

Liu et al. 39 0 0 NA NA NA NA N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

12 27 N

A 

N

A 

Hakala et 

al. 

40 11 0 NA NA NA NA N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

0 14 N

A 

N

A 

Lee et 

al.(2012) 

47 0 0 NA NA NA NA 37 10 24 23 N

A 

N

A 

Yasuoka 

et al. 

49 0 0 NA NA NA NA 7 32 4 6 10 39 49 0 

Kilicarsla

n et al. 

48 0 0 NA NA NA NA 11 36 1 0 40 8 N

A 

N

A 

Akslen et 

al. 

128 0 0 NA NA NA NA N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

Dhar et 

al. 

55 16 0 NA NA NA NA 13 26 4 28 19 44 69 2 

Ishiwata 

et al. 

100 0 0 NA NA NA NA N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

N

A 

 

 

 

 

 



Supplementary Table 2 Microvessel Density assessment 

 MVD ASSESSMENT  

AUTH

OR 

MVD 

ASSES

SMENT 

METH

OD 

ANTI

BODY 

MAGNIFI

CATION 

USED 

SPOT

S 

EXAM

INED 

BLIN

DED 

REA

DIN

G 

OBSER

VERS 

SEPARATE 

COUNT FOR 

INTRA/PERI

TUMORAL 

VESSELS 

MVD 

CUT OFF 

Lee et 

al.(2017) 

Hot 

Spot 

CD34 4X, 40X, 

200X 

NA NA NA NA 38 

vessels/

HPF 

Liu et 

al. 

Weidne

r et al. 

CD34 10X, 40X NA NA 1 NA NA 

Hakala 

et al. 

Hot 

Spot 

CD31 200X NA NA NA NA NA 

Lee et 

al.(2012) 

Bono et 

al. 

CD31 40X, 200X 3 yes 3 NA NA 

Yasuoka 

et al. 

Weidne

r et al. 

CD34 4X, 200X 5 yes 3 yes 170.6 

vessels 

per field 

Kilicarsl

an et al. 

Hot 

Spot 

CD34 40X, 100X, 

200X 

3 NA NA NA 41.8 

vessels 

per field 

Akslen 

et al. 

Weidne

r et al. 

VIII 40X, 100X, 

400X 

5 NA NA yes 202.1 

vessels/ 

mm2 

Dhar et 

al. 

Weidne

r et al. 

CD34 40X, 100X, 

200X 

10 yes 2 NA 200/mm2 

Ishiwata 

et al. 

Weidne

r et al. 

VIII 40X, 100X, 

400X 

NA yes 2 NA 22.3 

vessels 

per field 

 

 

 



Supplementary Table 3 Treatment Characteristics 

 OPERATION TREATMENT 

AUTHO

R 

TOTAL 

THYROID

ECTOMY 

SUBTOTA

L 

THYROID

ECTOMY 

LOBEC

TOMY 

LYMP

H 

NODE 

DISSE

CTION 

ADJUVA

NT 

CHEMOT

HERAPY 

ADJUVA

NT 

RADIOT

HERAPY 

Lee et 

al.(2017) 

NA NA NA 202 NA NA 

Liu et al. NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Hakala 

et al. 

NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Lee et 

al.(2012) 

47 0 0 47 NA NA 

Yasuoka 

et al. 

49 0 49 NA NA 

Kilicarsl

an et al. 

NA NA NA NA NA NA 

Akslen 

et al. 

119 9 116 NA NA 

Dhar et 

al. 

7 11 53 63 NA NA 

Ishiwata 

et al. 

19 72 9 97 1 Yes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supplementary Table 4 Newcastle-Ottawa  Scale 

 SELECTION COMPARABILITY EXPOSURE  

STUDY 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total 

Lee et al. (2017) * * *   * *  5 

Liu et al.  * *   *   3 

Hakala et al. * * *  ** * *  7 

Lee et al. (2012) * *    * *  4 

Yasuoka et al. *  * *  * *  5 

Kilicarslan et al. *  * *  * *  5 

Akslen et al. * * *   * *  5 

Dhar et al. * * *   * *  5 

Ishiwata et al. *  *   * *  4 

 

 


