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JOURNAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (ASSOCIATE EDITOR) COMMENTS TO AUTHORS
How reproducible are the extracts from batch to batch? Are the materials the same regardless of
locale? Authors should comment on this aspect. Otherwise no added comments to those noted in
peer review.

Answer:
I am writing to address the comment in final review by you to finalize the manuscript 26481. Your
questions are:

"How reproducible are the extracts from batch to batch? Are the materials the same regardless of
locale? Authors should comment on this aspect. Otherwise no added comments to those noted in
peer review."

In the manuscript, the following content is written in the initial part of the case report:

"The Quebracho extract has a 80-82% polyphenol content with 72-74% soluble tannins, primarily
consisting by of profisetinidin subunits as part of trimeric, tetrameric and pentameric condensed
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tannins (~75%) determined by MALDI-TOF and 'H- and 13C-NMR fingerprint analysis. The Conker
Tree extract is standardized to 20% saponin content by UV-Visible spectrophotometry and High
Performance Thin Layer Chromatography (HPTLC) densitometry. Finally, pure peppermint oil
content from M. balsamea Willd was determined by specific gravity, angular rotation and refractive
index (USP29)."

These methods assure consistency and reproducibility of the primary ingredients; soluble tannins,
saponin, and peppermint oil. In addition, as required under US law and regulations, the dietary
supplement is produced under current good manufacturing practices (cGMPs). So no matter where
the materials are sourced from, these methods assure proper standardization for the primary

components listed above.
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